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THEGENEALOGIST PURSUES an endless quest in search of ancestors, 
usually one’s own, sometimes those of a friend or client. The quest never 
ends because ancestors multiply exponentially-four grandparents, 
eight great-grandparents, sixteen great-great-grandparents, thus dou- 
bling with each past generation. Furthermore, the quest soon becomes 
more than that of mere ancestral identity-there follows a curiosity 
regarding personal characteristics and the events in the lives of our 
forebears that shaped their character and tested their mettle. If one 
believes that genes make a difference, i t  follows that research into the 
lives of one’s ancestors can bring a better understanding of oneself. The 
current debate on the rights of adoptees to learn the identity of their 
natural parents (“I have the right to find myself.”) is part of a growing 
belief in the importance of one’s roots. There is an ancient saying: “To 
forget one’s ancestors is to be a brook without a source, a tree without a 
root.” Not only did Alex Haley inspire thousands of Americans to seek 
their roots, he also provided dramatic proof of the importance of those 
roots to the individual psyche. 
For most searchers after roots, the quest is in the nature of hobby, 
but like any hobby, it can become all-consuming. For a few, genealogy 
becomes a profession-experts who assist others for hire. For members 
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (commonly referred 
to as Mormons and in this article occasionally as the LDS Church), a 
knowledge of one’s forebears has religious significance. Not only do the 
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Mormons stress the importance of the family structure in this life, but in 
the hereafter as well, which accounts for the LDS Church’s vast expendi- 
tures on microfilming and reducing to computer tapes historical 
records throughout the world. For some, genealogical research is but a 
steppingstone to membership in a patriotic society or for social status 
among one’s neighbors, but even these individuals are often bitten by 
the “genealogical bug.” The rumor of unclaimed inheritance has led a 
surprising number of Americans to attempt, through genealogical 
research, to prove themselves heirs to fortunes. While the financial 
success rate of such ventures has been close to zero, the family informa- 
tion gathered has often proved rewarding, nevertheless. 
Some who begin the genealogical quest abandon it  after awhile 
because it proves too difficult, or the results become too disturbing. The 
old American cliche about the danger of finding a horse thief if one 
probes too far remains a genuine deterrent to some, although for a 
growing number, such discoveries add to the excitement, especially if 
the scandal occurred a few decades ago. Illegitimacy, if i t  ties one to 
royalty, is romantic, but if i t  involved one’s grandmother and the hired 
man it may be disgraceful. 
Although genealogical research usually begins in a vertical fashion 
in the quest for ancestors, it often takes a lateral turn along the way; the 
search for cousins in varying degree and removal can be as rewarding as 
that for forebears. In fact, as Peter Andrews has noted, “many Americans 
have discovered that working out a genealogy table can be as much fun 
as solving a crossword puzzle.”’ 
While interest in genealogy has grown dramatically in recent years, 
especially in the United States, the subject is as ancient as the written 
record. The Old Testament is filled with family trees (long passages of 
“begats”), and, although they do not agree, both the Gospel of Matthew 
and that of Luke introduce us to Jesus Christ by reciting the ancestry of 
Joseph, husband of Mary. (Some theologians contend that it was Luke’s 
intent to give Mary’s ancestry.) The maintenance of royal families and 
the perpetuation of the aristocracy in both ancient and modern coun- 
tries have always been dependent upon genealogical record keeping. 
Wars have been fought, including the War of the Roses and The 
Hundred Years’ War, over what a recent writer has termed “variant 
interpretations of genealogical niceties.”’ In sixteenth-century Eng- 
land, the College of Heralds commenced a series of county visitations to 
record the pedigrees of the land-owning population in order that proper 
inheritance be assured. Even in the absence of the written record, oral 
tradition has often kept alive the memory of family relationships. 
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In the United States, however, genealogy has not always enjoyed 
popularity. Despite the fact that America was settled by men and women 
who came from countries where genealogical record keeping was consi- 
dered important, many of these settlers held the subject in contempt. 
Why? Because they had escaped from a society where the traditions of 
inheritance and caste had denied them opportunity for a better life. 
American pioneers did not, of course, come from Europe’s aristocracy, 
nor even from its landed gentry-they represented, with few exceptions, 
the sector of society in which family connections dictated that one 
remain at the bottom of the social and economic ladder, regardless of 
one’s talent, ambition and decency. They sought a land where family 
connections would play no part in achieving success, where they could 
move about freely, and where the cobbler’s son and the mayor’s son had 
the same rights under the law. “I am a self-made man” was a badge of 
greater pride than “he was born with a silver spoon in his mouth.” “He 
who serves his country well has no need of ancestors,” observed Voltaire. 
Abraham Lincoln, good politician that he was, on more than one 
occasion observed publicly that he was more interested in what the 
grandson would become than what his grandfather’s position had been. 
(In private correspondence, however, Honest Abe revealed a genuine 
interest in the Lincoln family history, a fact not lost on the designers of 
his tomb in Springfield, Illinois, where a row of flags represent the states 
where the Lincoln family tarried in their trek westward.) 
The success of the American Revolution further discouraged ances- 
tral study. The redcoats had reminded our forefathers of the closed 
society they had left behind, and, with independence, they saw to i t  that 
the vestiges of inherited privilege, such as coats of arms, hereditary titles, 
and the custom of primogenitor, would have no place in our legal and 
social fabric. While great effort is made today by countless Americans to 
trace their ancestry through seven to ten generations to find someone 
who fought in the Revolution, that ancestor probably would not have 
claimed a similar interest in his own forebears. 
Another deterrent to the maintenance of family records has been the 
tendency of Americans to move about. Rarely do the remains of as many 
as three generations rest in a single cemetery. Family records were often 
destroyed or discarded in this moving about, and family connections 
were lost and forgotten. 
The “melting pot” ideal in America also discouraged the preserva- 
tion of family traditions and history, especially for European and 
Oriental immigrants of the nineteenth century. Members of the second 
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generation were often embarrassed by their parents’ heavy accents and 
peculiar customs. They were not inclined to ask questions about family 
origins until it was too late. 
Blacks brought as slaves to our shores were discouraged not only 
from remembering the family structure that they had left behind but 
from establishing new family bonds in America. The  slave who took 
pride in family was a constant threat to the master. 
There were other reasons why most Americans continued until 
recent decades to have little interest in genealogy. A degree of leisure is 
required for genealogical research, a luxury not enjoyed by many of our 
pioneering ancestors. Furthermore, bitter memories were of ten thought 
best forgotten, which accounts in part for the difficulty experienced by 
today’s genealogist in finding roots in “the old country.” There is a 
saying among genealogists: “The grandfather wants to forget what the 
grandson wants to remember.” 
There are always exceptions, of course, and even in Colonial Amer- 
ica there were a few individuals who had a regard for family history. 
George Washington and Benjamin Franklin expressed a keen interest in 
their ancestry. A genealogical record was actually published in 1731 by 
James Blake, Jr. as an appendix to Memoirs  of Roger Clap.3 In 1771, a 
twenty-four page booklet was published at Hartford, Connecticut, 
entitled Genealogy of the Family of Mr.  Samuel Stebbins and Mrs. 
H a n n a h  st ebb in^.^ By 1830, a total of fourteen family histories had been 
published in the United States. By 1845 enough people in Boston were 
interested in genealogy to form the New England Historic Genealogical 
Society. 
In 1876 the nation celebrated its Centennial. Aniversaries, whether 
for individuals, organizations or nations, always provide occasion to 
glance backward, and America paused in 1876 to look to its past. Many 
American families did likewise. It was the Centennial that stimulated 
the formation of a number of patriotic societies, such as the Daughters 
of the American Revolution (today’s membership, 208,000) and the 
Colonial Dames of America (now with 22,000 members). These were 
followed by a score or more of similar organizations, each of which 
limits its membership to persons able to prove descent from those who 
participated in the event commemorated, such as the Mayflower 
Society, the General Society of Colonial Wars, and the Magna Carta 
Dames. There is even the Society of Descendants of the Illegitimate Sons 
and Daughters of the Kings of Britain, members of which like to call 
themselves the Royal Bastards. 
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Throughout the latter half of the nineteenth century, historical 
associations, often called pioneer societies, were established in towns, 
counties and states to help record and preserve local history. Genealogy 
and local history have much in common, and a heightened interest in 
one always stimulates activity in the other. In 1869 the New York 
Genealogical and Biographical Society was founded, and in 1892 the 
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania was established. In 1903, twenty- 
four individuals formed the National Genealogical Society in Washing- 
ton, D.C., which in 1912 began publishing its Quarterly. Today there 
are over 6000 members. The California Genealogical Society dates from 
1915. 
Both of the world wars promoted an interest in genealogy among 
Americans. Soldiers finding themselves in the lands of their ancestors 
tend to become curious regarding those ancestors and may seek oppor- 
tunity to inquire after relatives. Improved communication and ease of 
travel in the twentieth century along with the growing number of 
families able to take vacations, have all played a part in stimulating 
genealogical research. 
In 1940, the American Society of Genealogists was founded in New 
York City, further proof that the study of family history was achieving 
recognized status. The society’s constitution limits membership to fifty, 
chosen “on the basis of the amount and quality of their published 
genealogical work.”5 
Since World War 11, librarians having charge of genealogical col- 
lections, have reported a continuing increase in the use of their mate- 
rials; they have also reported a change in their patrons-whereas a user 
under age fifty had once been a phenomenon, college-age patrons began 
appearing in the 1940s and 1950s. There was even an occasional 
teenager. 
Two events in the 1970s increased American interest in genealogy 
beyond any level before imagined. One was the nation’s Bicentennial in 
1976 and the other was the publication and, subsequently, the television 
dramatization of Alex Haley’s Roots. The effect of the Bicentennial was, 
perhaps, predictable, but that of Roots was almost beyond belief. White 
Americans were just as inspired by Haley to search for their roots as were 
Black Americans, and genealogical and historical libraries saw their 
patrons double or triple in number. Suddenly, genealogy was not only a 
topic of newspaper and news magazine coverage, but also of radio and 
television. Milton Rubincam, past president of the National Genealogi- 
cal Society, was even a guest on the “Today” program. The media 
coverage has not ceased. The lead article in the August/September 1982 
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issue of American Heritage is “Genealogy: The Search for a Personal 
Past” by Peter Andrews. (Walter Cronkite even contributed an item on 
the “Krankheidt Heirs Association.”‘) The October 1982 issue of 
Changing Times,  T h e  Kiplinger Magazine carried an article “Geneal- 
ogy: Barking u p  the Family Tree.”7 
Genealogy today ranks as one of the three most popular hobbies in 
the United States, with stamp and coin collecting. Unlike most hobbies, 
however, genealogy does not involve collecting material things-while 
the philatelist has his stamps and the coin collector his coins, the 
genealogist has only information. Ancestors, themselves, continue mol- 
dering in their graves, undisturbed. It is not surprising, therefore, that 
in this day of information explosion, the genealogist has access to a 
quantity and a quality of genealogical source materials that would have 
boggled the minds of the founders of the National Genealogical Society. 
While two centuries separate us from our Revolutionary War ancestors, 
materials to determine their identity and to describe their service are 
many times more accessible to us than they were to the founders of the 
New England Historic Genealogical Society in 1845-a time when even 
a few of the old Revolutionaries were still living. 
The principal reason for this remarkable increase in the availabil- 
ity of genealogical source material is, of course, the large number of 
people now involved in research into family history, and the fact that a 
characteristic of genealogists has always been a willingness to share 
their findings. Offset printing, by which typewritten materials can be 
reproduced easily and inexpensively, is also an important element, as 
are microfilm, the copying machine and the computer. 
The Mormons, as noted earlier, have invested vast sums in the 
microfilming of genealogical source materials, now comprising over a 
million reels. Their library in Salt Lake City, with its hundreds of 
microfilm readers, is open to all, Mormon and Gentile alike, as are its 
over four hundred branches scattered across the country through which 
reels of microfilm can be borrowed from Salt Lake City. The 1969 World 
Conference on Records sponsored by the LDS Church played an impor- 
tant role in promoting scholarship in genealogical research. The second 
such world conference in August 1980, with the theme “Preserving Our 
Heritage,” made a similar contribution. 
The genealogist, though rarely trained in historical research 
methods, follows much the same path as the historian in his search into 
the past. The historian, however, has tended to concentrate upon the 
deeds of the mighty while the genealogist, with rare exception, must be 
content with common folk who, as individuals, rarely altered the course 
of major events. Most of us discover that we descend from a very large 
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number of ordinary people because, throughout history, there have 
been so many. 
Librarians and archivists, and especially historians, have long been 
critical, even contemptuous, of genealogists for their ineptness in his- 
torical research and in their uncritical interpretation of records. Geneal- 
ogists, on the other hand, have long complained that historians have 
treated them like neglected stepchildren. The situation has improved in 
recent years, however, as the number of genealogists has increased to 
include scholars from various disciplines, while a growing number of 
historians have come to recognize the significance of social and local 
history, including family history, for understanding our nation’s past. 
A reviewer of Nearby History: Exploring the Past Around You pub-
lished in 1982 by David Kyvig and Myron Marty’ notes that “from 
bottom up” is the currently popular way to look at history. “Kings and 
parliaments and charters are out: grandmothers and grocery stores and 
family letters are in.’” 
As genealogists have organized themselves into local and regional 
societies, they have learned from each other how to identify, locate and 
interpret the records vital to their research. As individuals have become 
expert in the use of a type of record or the documents of a particular 
region, they have written and lectured, conducted workshops and insti- 
tutes, and have provided individual guidance to the neophyte. A grow- 
ing number of colleges and universities are offering courses in 
genealogy, and the literature in the form of textbooks, guides, and 
how-to-do-it books and articles increases daily. 
The first real guide for the beginner in family history was Geneal-
ogy As Pastime and Profession by Donald Lines Jacobus (1887-1970) 
published in 1930. Still available in its second edition revised,” this 
119-page book set the stage for scores of other volumes and articles for 
both the novice and the experienced searcher. Mr. Jacobus, a native and 
lifelong resident of New Haven, Connecticut (he graduated from Yale in 
1908), was the first American to make his living as a genealogist and to 
gain entry to Who’s W h o  in America as a result of the scholarly reputa- 
tion that he established. He is credited with having founded the modern 
American school of critical genealogical research. 
Another how-to book for the beginning genealogist appeared in 
1937. The popularity of Searching for Your Ancestors, by Gilbert H. 
Doane (1897-1980), a graduate of Columbia University’s School of 
Library Service and one-time director of the University of Wisconsin-
Madison Libraries, exceeded even that of the Jacobus volume. It was 
reissued in its fifth edition in 1980.l’ Indicative of the changing nature 
of genealogy since Roots, the latest edition of the Doane book has a new 
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chapter entitled “Searching for Ethnic Origins.” 
During the past decade, scores of other works of a similar nature 
have appeared, many simply to take financial advantage of genealogy’s 
growing popularity. There are even genealogical books for children, 
such as T h e  Family Tree Coloring Book12 and My Backyard History 
B00k. l~The Dell Publishing Company has included among its forty- 
nine cent “Purse Books” sold in grocery stores an item called Finding 
Your R00ts. l~ Easily read in less than an hour, this 64-page booklet 
manages to cover the basics surprisingly well. The opposite extreme is 
represented by the 1980 revised edition of Genealogical Research: 
Methods and Sources, edited by Milton R~bincam.’~  Intended for the 
serious researcher, its 579 pages contain instruction and advice by forty 
of the leading genealogists of the twentieth century. 
Supplementing the scores of general how- to books for the novice in 
genealogy today, there is a growing number of specialized guides such 
as Cite Your Sources: A Manual for Documenting Family Histories and 
Genealogical Records by Lackey“ and Genealogical Evidence: A Guide 
to the Standard of Proof Relating to Pedigrees, Ancestry, Heirship and 
Family History by Ste~ens0n.l~ With our growing realization that 
genealogical research does not follow the same path for everyone, guides 
have appeared in recognition of ethnic differences, such as Kurzweil’s 
From Generation to Generation: H o w  to Trace YourJewish Genealogy 
and Personal History;” Walker’s Black Genealogy: H o w  to Begin;’g 
Manual for Zrish Genealogy: A Guide to Methods and Sources for 
Tracing Zrish Ancestry2’ compiled by Glynn; and Genealogical Histori- 
cal Guide to Latin America by De Platt.’l Still other how-to books relate 
to types of records and to geographical areas, examples being Guide to 
the Parish and Non-Parochial Registers of Deuon and Cornwall, 1538-
1837 by Peskett22 and Tracing Your Ancestors in  South Carolina: A 
Guide for Amateur Genealogists by F r a ~ i e r . ~ ~  
The beginning genealogist often assumes that whether or not there 
exists a published family history will determine the degree of success in 
one’s search for ancestors. It is true that a goodly number of family 
histories exist. In fact, some 400 had been published in the United States 
prior to 1876 according to New York State Librarian Henry A. Holmes 
writing that year.24 By 1915 the number had grown to 3000, and today, 
according to an estimate by Willard Heiss of the Indiana Historical 
Society, the total is nearly 50,000.25 Major research libraries with strong 
genealogical collections, such as the Library of Congress, the New York 
Public Library, the Newberry Library of Chicago, and the Burton 
Collection of the Detroit Public Library have them in quantity. 
Genealogy Today 
Privately printed in small editions, and therefore expensive 
whether new or  old, the quality of the published family history varies 
greatly in content as well as format. Of genuine value if used wisely and 
cautiously, the family history is found all too often not to pertain to the 
particular line of descent sought. Furthermore, errors of fact and inter- 
pretation abound in a large percentage, and the user is always advised to 
verify the data copied. Examples to illustrate the proverbial expression 
“to lie like a genealogist” can be found all too often, especially in family 
histories published in the nineteenth century. T h e  Esterhazy family, for 
example, not only traced its ancestry to Adam, but to Adam’s 
grandfather.26 
While the Cadwalader family of Philadelpk!ia did not claim human 
descent bcyond Adam, they did include the god Jupiter on their family 
tree.27 Albert Welles, in 1879, traced the Washington ancestry of the 
faher  of our country back to the Norse god Odin.2s A branch of the 
Cuthbert family once claimed descent from St. Cuthbert of Lindisfarne, 
unaware, apparently, that the old monk died in his cell in 687 without 
issue.29 Had the Mayflower really carried all the passengers that have 
been claimed a s  ancestors, it would have sunk within sight of England, 
and had as many of our Colonial forebears possessed royal blood as has 
been claimed, surely wewould not have fought the Revolution. Further- 
more, if the claims of genealogists of the early 1900scould be believed, 
the officers considerably outnumbered the privates in the War for Inde- 
pendence. These genealogical absurdities have constituted splendid 
ammunition for the critics of genealogical study and have been respon- 
sible, in part, for the low esteem in which genealogists have been held by 
many librarians and archivists. 
LJnfortunately, but not surprisingly, simple carelessness does not 
account for all the errors and false claims found in publishedgenealo- 
gies. Fraudulent intent has played its part, especially that practiced by 
certain “professional genealogists” engaged to do research and write 
family histories for hire. It was to combat this unscrupulous behavior 
that the Board for Certification of Genealogists was created in Washing- 
ton, D.C., in 1964 “for the purpose of formulating standards of genea-
logical research and the establishment of a register of persons who are 
deemed to be qualified for this type of For certification pur- 
poses, a careful distinction is made between the “genealogist” and the 
“genealogical record searcher. ” Lists of these certified individuals can 
be obtained for a nominal cost from the Washington headquarters of the 
Board.31 
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Most genmlogical research involves the use of what historians call 
primary source matcrials-e.g., probate records, deeds, land grants, tax 
and census reports, military and church rvcords, pension applications, 
family registers in old Bibles, court documents, and newspapers. In fact, 
any record of the past pertainirig to people will interest a genealogist 
somewhere. One of the reasons that family histories of the nineteenth 
century and earlier contain so  many errors and inadequately proved 
traditions and assumptions is because records such as the above were 
difficult to locate and examine. Walter Lee Sheppard, Jr. in "A Bicen-
tennial Look at Genealogy: Methods, Performance, Education, and 
Thinking" has described the "difficulties of early genealogical work" as 
follows: 
Source material was rarely available in printed form, and the anti- 
quary (usually the only Tvorker with intei-est or cornpetenrein geneal- 
ogy)often had to travel considerable distances on foot or by horse to 
marly different ill-kept offices t o dig out the nrc-cssary facts. l 'he New 
England town clrrks, for instance, usually kept their records in their 
homes, and these c.ould only be consulted at the clerk's convenience. 
Church records were often difficult to locate because custody could 
vary, sometimes with the minister and sometimes with a clerk ....Court 
clerks bvere over-worked arid, though some cooperated with 
researchers, probat)l>- few provided the access to land, probate, guard- 
ianship, and other documents which the genealogist really required. 
M'hcn a searcher handled iinabstracted and unindexed or badly 
indexed manuscript material, his work must necessarily have been 
tedious, his studies laborious, and his output limited.32 
Examples of the publishing of genealogical source materials can be 
found early in the nineteenth century, but instances were rare until after 
the Civil War. The oldest continuing genealogical magazine, T h e New 
England Historical and Genealogical Register, actually dates back to 
1846, and the Record of the New York Genealogical and Biographical 
Society has been published continuously since 1869, but most of the 
scores being published today are of a much more recent vintage. While 
the percentage of the total bulk of our public records of the past that 
have been published in one form or another i s  still slight, the volume 
would have astounded genealogists of but a decade or two ago. Space 
permits the citing of but a few examples of the genealogical periodicals 
now available. 
The Quarterly of the National Genealogical Society, begun in 1912 
and now (1983) in its seventy-first annual volume, is particularly note- 
worthy, not only for its publication of carefully transcribed and edited 
primary source materials from throughout the United States, but for its 
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extensive reviewing of genealogical works. A few examples of items 
found in recent issues must suffice as illustrations: “New York Quarter 
Sessions of Court Minutes, 1722-1742” (March and June 1982); “Emi- 
grants from Laubenheim, Germany, to New York in 1909/10” (June 
1982); “On Getting Involved with Computers: Some Guidelines for 
Genealogists” (September 1982); “Belmont County, Ohio, Census of 
Blacks, 1863” (September 1981); “Maryland Runaway Convict Servants, 
1745-1780” (begun in June 1980); and “Newspapers as a Genealogical 
Resource” (September 1980). 
Another well-known genealogical periodical of national scope 
(occasionally even international) is The Genealogical Hel@er published 
bimonthly since 1947 by the Everton Publishers of Logan, Utah. While 
containing short articles on a great variety of genealogical subjects 
along with short reviews, practical advice and advertisements, the prim- 
ary purpose of the Hel@er is to enable researchers having the same 
ancestral interests to get in touch with one another. Because genealo- 
gists have long known the value of sharing information, dozens of query 
and answer magazines have come and gone. (Genealogy and History, a 
quarterly which claimed to be “the only periodical of national scope 
and circulation, devoted to queries and answers relating to family 
history,” flourished from 1940 to 1965.) Besides magazines devoted to 
genealogical queries, such as the bimonthly Car-Del Scribe published 
in Ludlow, Massachusetts, there are dozens of newspapers that carry 
genealogical columns largely devoted to queries. A directory of these 
columns was published in 1979.33 
Genealogical societies are to be found today in every state, some at 
the state level, others at the county, city and community level. One 
writer has described their increase as “sprouting up like somany McDo- 
nald’s.”34 Existing to enable their members to learn from, share among, 
and assist each other, many of these organizations, especially those east 
of the Mississippi River, regularly publish books and periodicals 
devoted to genealogical source material. Membership is extended to 
persons separated by distance but interested in receiving the organiza- 
tions’ publications. Of the 1000-plus members of the Detroit Society for 
Genealogical Research, for example, a relatively small proportion actu- 
ally attend the monthly meetings-most have joined to receive the 
society’sMagazine, now (1983) in its forty-sixth volume. A genealogist 
remarking recently on the growth of these societies noted: “When a State 
society becomes as large as the Ohio State Genealogical Society with 
over 3,000 members, it is possible to exercise a wholesome influence on 
state legislation in the care and preservation of state, county and munic- 
ipal records. 
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As part of the Bicentennial celebration, a number of state genealog- 
ical societies undertook the preparation of indexes to federal census 
records, particularly that for 1850, which was the first to include the 
name, with sex, age, and place of birth, of each member of each house- 
hold (except slaves). (The federal census records, beginning with 1790, 
constitute a major source for genealogical research. Nearly all from 1800 
through 1910 are available on microfilm from the National Archives.) 
Below the state level there are scores of genealogical societies that 
publish periodicals devoted, usually, to a county. Examples include 
The Essex Genealogist, a quarterly published by the Essex (County) 
Society of Genealogists in Massachusetts, and the quarterly issued by 
the Wilkes (County) Genealogical Society in North Carolina. 
In almost every instance, genealogical societies of this nature are 
closely associated with libraries-at the state level, with the state library, 
and at the county or community level, with a local public library. The 
library profits not only through the society’s assistance in building its 
genealogical collection of books and journals, but in many instances 
members of the society serve as volunteers to assist patrons in using the 
library for genealogical research and in responding to queries that the 
library receives through the mail. A growing number of librarians are 
recognizing the constructive role that such groups can play. While 
genealogists’ support is directed primarily toward strengthening the 
library’s genealogical and local history resources, i t  can easily extend to 
the entire library. “These people tend torepresent some of the commun- 
ity’s most influential families,” Kenneth King, director of the Mount 
Clemens (Michigan) Public Library, has observed, “and i t  follows that 
their pro-library stance can be very helpful.”36 An example of a library 
that has been especially receptive to its genealogically-minded patrons 
is the Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana. As part of 
the normal budgetary process, this library has built a collection of some 
120,000 volumes and 30,000 reels of microfilm pertaining to genealogy 
and is now recognized, in the words of Milton Rubincam, as “one of the 
largest genealogical research centers in the country.”37 
At least half the genealogical journals and books being published 
today come from societies. A few are published by libraries, the rest by 
commercial publishers and individuals. Because of the great growth in 
genealogy’s popularity, profits can now be made from many such 
publications, not only from original texts, but from reprints of volumes 
long out of print. Forexample, the summer 1982 catalog of the Southern 
Historical Press of Easley, South Carolina, which specializes in south- 
ern genealogy and local history, lists some 500 titles at prices from $5 to 
$95. 
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A number of genealogical periodicals are published privately, 
which is true of T h e  Genealogical Helper and Car-Del Scribe, men-
tioned earlier. Another example is T h e  Georgia Genealogical Maga- 
zine, a quarterly begun in 1961, which is edited and published by the 
Rev. Silas Emmett Lucas, Jr. When an index was prepared for the first 
forty-six issues, i t  was found to contain the names of over 160,000 
Georgians. T h e  Virginia Genealogist, a quarterly, has been issued by 
John Frederick Dorman for over a quarter century. Unique in its fre- 
quency of publication is Family Puzzlers, a weekly usually containing 
twenty pages, which is published by Mary Bondurant Warren of 
Danielsville, Georgia; i t  consists almost entirely of queries pertaining to 
southern families. 
A number of bibliographies of genealogy and local history have 
been compiled. A major contribution in this area has been that of 
Marion Kaminkow whose two-volume Genealogies in the Library of 
Congress appeared in 1972. This was followed in 1977 by a supplement. 
In all, Kaminkow found 22,738 titles. In 1981, her Complement  to the 
Genealogies in the Library of Congress listed some 20,000 additional 
titles located in some forty other libraries. In 1975 her United States 
Local Histories in the Library of Congress, a Bibliography contained 
some 90,000 entries. (All three of these works were published by the 
Magna Carta Book Company in Baltimore.) The third edition of Netti 
Schreiner-Yantis’s Genealogy and Local History Books in Print, pri-
vately published in 1981, contains over 10,000 titles. 
Among the dozens of types of genealogical publications, probably 
the most ephemeral and illusive in terms of library collecting is the 
family magazine. At least 400 of these are currently being published in 
the United States. They differ greatly in content and appearance, some 
concerned only with keeping relatives in touch with each other, while 
others are devoted exclusively to serious genealogical study of the family 
in question. Each is a labor of love, often undertaken in one’s retirement 
years, which means that they do not tend to be of long duration. 
Perhaps the present writer may be pardoned for noting that he edits 
one of the oldest such publications, T h e  Sparks Quarterly, the first issue 
of which appeared in March 1953. The publisher is The Sparks Family 
Association, the sole purpose of which is to support the publication of 
the Quarterly through annual dues paid in varying degrees of generosity 
by its nearly 800 members.% 
It should come as no surprise that, with the current popularity of 
genealogy, the opportunity to take advantage of the gullible for finan- 
cial gain has occurred to a number of unscrupulous individuals. All too 
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many Americans, for example, have been duped into purchasing 
plaques and paintings of coats of arms to which they have been assured 
they have an inherited right. There is no legal recognition of heraldry in 
the United States, of course, so we may decorate our walls with any 
armorial device we may please, but it is always a pity to spend an 
exorbitant sum on a fake, no matter what the nature of the practiced 
deceit. An even more disturbing example is found in the recent activity 
of one Beatrice Bayley of Sterling, Pennsylvania. Actually, Beatrice 
Bayley probably does not exist; if she does, her name is merely being 
used to shield the individual or group claiming to have prepared “fam- 
ily heritage books.” Hundreds of identical postal cards, identical except 
for the insertion of different surnames, have been mailed to tens of 
thousands of Americans announcing the publication of their own 
“family heritage book.” Depending on the length of the book, the price 
charged is either $27.85 or $29.95. It is known, for example, that nearly 
18,000 such postal cards were sent early in 1982 to people named Sparks. 
Their names, with addresses, had been obtained from a data bank 
containing some 70 million entries, based apparently on automobile 
registrations throughout the United States. A careful reading of the 
postal cards from “Beatrice Bayley” actually reveals no promise of a 
history of a particular family, and persons with a knowledge of geneal-
ogy are not usually “taken in.” Thousands of others have mailed their 
checks, however, only to receive a second-rate how-to book with lots of 
blank pages for filling in one’s own family history. It is only on the 
exchangeable title-page that the name appears for which the “heritage 
book” has been “prepared.” There is included in each book, however, a 
list of the names and addresses to whom the invitation to purchase was 
sent, there being no fewer than 17,928 such entries in the SparksFamily 
Heritage Book. An amusing bibliographical curiosity results from these 
publications-the same 1912 photograph which purports to be that of 
four-year-old Beatrice Bayley in her “christening dress” standing beside 
her beautiful mother attired in her “wedding gown” apparently appears 
as a frontispiece in each. Surely no identical frontispiece has been used 
in as many supposedly different books. Perhaps these attempts to 
defraud must be expected when an activity commands the widespread 
interest as does genealogy today. 
There are other signposts pointing to genealogy’s gradual accep- 
tance into the world of scholarship as well as its current popularity. 
Earlier mention was made, for example, of the establishment in 1964 of 
the Board for Certification of Genealogists to formulate standards for 
genealogical research. The issuing of standards and the creation of some 
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form of certification are generally anticipated steps in an activity’s rise 
toward professionalism. In 1981 appeared the first Who’s Who in 
Genealogy clr Heraldry3’ in which biographical sketches have been 
included for some 800 individuals in the United States and Europe 
whose genealogical publications and research have been judged to be 
significant. It is sometimes claimed that an activity cannot achieve 
professional status until a code of ethics is not only needed but provided 
and accepted. A Code of Ethics for genealogists was, indeed, adopted by 
the trustees of the Board for Certification of Genealogists in 1971.40 As 
noted earlier, increasingly serious attention is being accorded genealog- 
ical research by historians, and the hearty welcome now extended to 
genealogists by librarians and archivists would have astounded family 
historians of a generation ago. Robert M. Warner, Archivist of the 
United States, not only acknowledges but publicizes the fact that 80 
percent of the patronage of the National Archives is that of genealogists. 
In recognition of this, he has readily sought their leaders’ advice and 
counsel. 
Further evidence that genealogy has achieved not only popularity 
but that its pursuit has scholarly merit is the fact that an issueof Library 
Trends is being devoted to the subject. 
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